
WHAT IN THE WORLD
YOU’RE NOT TOO OLD,

AND NEITHER IS THE HORSE 
by Denise Hearst

here’s a purebred 
gelding who works as 
a lesson horse down 
in Florida. This lovely 
boy is due a moment 

of appreciation…and so are the 
ladies who love him. 

HA Bold Flyer (HA Bold 
Rapture x Flying-C Tarifa by 
Blue Monico), aka “Flea,” won 
his first National titles when 

he was 23, and he has a slew 
of Regional and Class A wins 
with several different riders, 
including a 2021 Region 12 
Championship at the age of 28. 

Together with his current 
lessee, 71-year-old Neva Rae 
Powers, Flyer will compete 
in the Century Club class 
at the OAHC Sport Horse 
Spooktacular this October in 
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WHAT IN THE WORLD

Florida. The Century Club is 
sponsored by the Dressage 
Foundation to recognize 
senior riders and horses still 
competing. The combined 
ages of the horse and 
rider must add up to 100 
years or more. In Flyer 
and Neva’s case, they are 
each six months into their 
next year, which means 
they have the requisite 
100 years between 
them. This will be Flyer’s 
second Century Club 
performance; he earned 
his membership into the 
club with Mary Jane 
Scott, who co-owns Flyer 
with Lori Cooper, owner 
of Casperey Stables in 
Loxahatchee, Florida. 
Even Flyer’s breeder, Lily 
Sayre, plans to attend 
their Century ride.

“When I began lessons 
on him, my trainer told me 
about the Century Club, 
and we have been aiming 
for this ever since,” says 
Neva. “When Flyer is off 
lease, he is a lesson horse 

for young riders and keeps us 
all safe at shows and at home. 
He still has plenty of sass and 
will turn it up a notch at shows. 
I adore him.”

Neva didn’t start riding until 
she was almost 68 years old. 
“It seems the universe granted 
my childhood dream, and I 
have been fortunate to be fit 
enough, brave enough, and 
crazy enough to ride,” she says. 
“I even jump!” 

When she was 66, Neva 
began learning to work with 
horses on the ground at 
Vinceremos Therapeutic Riding 
Center. “I was convinced it was 
too late to ride. I was terrified to 
even walk into the stall and put 

on a halter,” she says. “After 
about a year, the barn manager 
asked if I wanted to ride one 
of their horses. I reminded 
them that I had never been 
on a horse. They put me on a 

grumpy old Haflinger in 
a western saddle and led 
me around the property. 
By the time we got back 
to the barn, I was hooked! 
A few weeks later, I found 
a delightful young trainer 
named Gina Pengue at 
Casperey Stables to give 
me private lessons. She 
treated me as a serious 
student and, after about a 
year of lessons, I started to 
compete at local shows. I 
have never looked back.

“Barn life is a far cry 
from the life I lived for 
over 50 years as a stage 
performer. I am a retired 
singer, dancer, and actress 
but have found a new 
passion that gives me 
more joy than anything in 
my life.”

“Neva started from 
scratch,” says her trainer, 
Gina. “I popped her on a 

facing page: HA BOLD FLYER (HA 
Bold Rapture x Flying-C Tarifa by 
Blue Monico) with Neva Rae Powers, 
who leases him.

bottom:  “I have never had a horse 
who asked, ‘What do you want me 
to do today?’ Now he’s carrying 
horse-crazy girls (and women), 
teaching them what he knows for 
a carrot or a pat,” says Flyer’s 
co-owner Mary Jane Scott.  “Flyer 
will receive his Legion of Honor at 
the end of the year. Quite something 
for a horse that didn’t start to 
compete until he was almost 20!”

“I have found 

a new passion 

that gives me 

more joy than 

anything in 

my life.”
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couple of horses and worked 
with her on the basics, and 
before long she said she was 
interested in showing. She 
paired up really well with Flyer. 
He was a good fit because he 
was super solid and reliable. I 
could rely on him to take care 
of my older adult. They have 
clicked. She loves him and he 
loves her. 

“This woman is not taking 
anything for granted. Riding 
is a dream come true for her. 
She’s always wanted to do 
it but never had the time or 
opportunity. So every big step 
she takes just hits her right in 
the heart. She enjoys every 
second of it. It makes me so 
happy to be on this journey 
with her. 

“And this horse… I have 
no words for what he’s 
accomplished. Last year he 
went with a junior rider to 
Region 12. I told the family, 
‘This will be good experience. 
Don’t get your hopes up. At 
the first Regionals, we don’t 
get Championships.’ And 
this kid goes in and gets a 
Championship and a Reserve 
Championship. I was like, ‘Well, 
OK Flyer, good for you!’  He 
amazes me every single day.”

Flyer came to Casperey 
Stables when he was 17. 
Mary Jane Scott wanted to 
start working with him as a 
dressage horse. “After about 
three years, when he was 20, 
we started to show him at 
class A shows and Regionals,” 
says Gina. “He’s mellow and 
even-keeled. He’s very content 
and confident with himself. If 

he has too many days off and 
you take him out of his stall, 
he goes bucking and running 
around. He comes right off 
the trailer, you put a saddle 
on him and he’s ready to go. 
He loves to be groomed. The 
curry brush is his favorite. He’ll 
stand there and make all these 
faces and not move a muscle. 
He’s as sound as sound gets. 
He’s a nice mover, and he has 
a nice big stride. He is built for 
multiple jobs. This guy can do 
whatever you ask him to do.” 

And sometimes Flyer gives 
the very thing his riders didn’t 
know they needed.

“Flyer, and horses in general, 
have given me an entirely new 
direction in life,” says Neva. “It 
continues to unfold in ways I 
never could have imagined. 
For instance, I am working 
on my ESMHL certification 
with the PATH Organization 
and just finished Block 1 of my 
fieldwork for certification in the 
Masterson Technique (equine 
bodywork). 

“Flyer has taught me to live 
in the moment, to ride for the 
ride, to open my heart and 
mind, to trust myself, to suck 
it up when I hurt, and that life 
can be fuller than I knew. I 
have never known such peace.

“Flyer is the only horse 
that has dumped me on my 
butt, but I still adore him. He 
still has some shenanigans 
that he likes to pull…like back 
up when you try to mount, 
brush your leg on the fence, 
refuse a crossrail if you are 
not REALLY, REALLY sure you 
want to go over it. My trainer, 

Gina, made me get back on 
and, although I was sore for 
six weeks, I didn’t give up. It 
took me several months to 
get up the courage to ride 
him in hunt seat again but 
when I did, we won a Reserve 
Championship. 

“I actually become very 
emotional talking about Flyer 

“Every big step 

she takes just 

hits her right in 

the heart. It 

makes me so 

happy to be on 

this journey 

with her.”
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 //

and horses. I thought this was 
a dream that would remain 
unfulfilled. I cannot believe 
how BIG I am dreaming at my 
age. And you know what? If 
we never win another ribbon, 
it doesn’t matter. The journey 
is enough.

“I hope it does not sound 
immodest to say I have been 
a bit of an inspiration for other 
seniors, whether they want to 
ride, play tennis, or whatever. It 
truly is never too late, and I am 
living it.

“So, that’s the story of ‘The 
Flea’ and Me.”

PHOTOS BY VICTORIA REYNOLDS
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